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Director’s Note 
 

“An autistic person falls down the rabbit hole the day they are born into 
the neurotypical world.” 

(www.kirstykendall.com/alice-in-wonderland-autism) 
 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, by Lewis Carroll, was published in 
1865. Some believe Carroll was autistic, long before autism was 
named. Today, 160 years later, now that the word exists, many 
autistics see Alice’s story as the creative reflection of an autistic mind, 
while others recognize it as an outright allegory for autism. Check out 
kirstykendall.com or The Autistic Blogger (wordpress.com) for some 
interesting and provocative musings on this connection.  
 
So, Leah McDonald and Peter Halley are not the only ones who saw 
the parallels between Wonderland and Autismland. They are, 
however, to my knowledge, the first to create a story and script based 
on the concept, with content largely coming from Leah’s own 
experiences growing up in the autistic community. 
 
I have learned a lot about autism in the process of bringing this play to 
the stage. More importantly, I have gotten to know some wonderful 
people in the autistic and neurodiverse community. They are active, 
creative, and hard-working. They are inspirational artists, athletes, and 
patient teachers to those of us in the neurotypical community who 
strive to understand the wonder-filled world of the autistic mind. I 
continue to learn. 
 
Theatre CBS is delighted to be collaborating with Neurodynamic 
Theatrics to bring this play to its first school and first public audiences. 
May this be the beginning of a broader public educational initiative.  
 
It has been my honour and privilege to direct these wonderful actors; 
child, youth and adult; neurodiverse and neurotypical alike. The 
creative journey has been enlightening and inspirational. I hope this 
play enhances your understanding of the neurodiverse world of 
autistic individuals, young and old. I hope even more that it contributes 
to a reduction (nay, elimination) of the incidences of bullying and 
mistreatment levelled against people in the autistic community; 
behaviour based on ignorance and misunderstanding.  
 
Educate yourself. Be an advocate. Be a friend. 
 

Gord Billard  



Written by Leah McDonald and Peter Halley 
 

Starring ... 
Leah McDonald, Camille Christian, Bridget Russell, Adam Davit, 
Tyler Collett, Josh Rodgers, Megan Martin, Zachary Rodgers and 

Jacqueline Cook. 
 

Crew… 
Director: Gord Billard 

Producer: Andrea Peddle 
Musical Director/ Score: Kyle McDavid 

Stage Manager: Jaclyn Dimmer 
Costumes: Christine Young, Lisa Pinhorn, Colleen Collett 

Props: Jodie Goodyear 
Sound: Graham Dillabough 

Lights: Frank Maloney 
Front of House: Brenda Hynes, Jennifer Hughes 
Production Assistant/ Promotion: Susan Bonnell 

School Liaison: Jacqueline Cook 
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