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Director’s Note 
 
Welcome to What is the Meaning of Christmas?. In bringing these 
diverse stories and songs together, we wanted to explore the 
question posed by our title - a question that doesn't yield a single, 
simple answer. Instead, the "meaning of Christmas" reveals itself 
uniquely to each character in our collection. 
 
You will witness moments of selfless sacrifice in The Gift of the Magi, 
and the simple, profound hope found in no-man’s land during 
Christmas in the Trenches. We explore the magic of belief through 
Mark Twain’s whimsical Letter from Santa Claus and Francis 
Church’s famous reassurance to Virginia O’Hanlon that, yes, Virginia, 
there is a Santa Claus. The joys and stresses of tradition are seen in 
Norm Foster’s The Christmas Tree and the cozy, familial love of the 
March family in Little Women. These narratives remind us that the 
season's significance lies not just in shared customs, but in deeply 
personal acts of generosity, hope, and love. 
 
We are thrilled and grateful to have some of our regular actors and 
crew back on board. We are also especially happy to welcome some 
new actors and crew to our company for this production. Theatre 
CBS continues to grow and that’s a good thing. We have a very busy 
season planned for 2026 and will need all the skills, talent, and 
passion for theatre arts we can muster.    
 
As you experience this show, reflect on the different "meanings" 
presented, from the joyful noise of "Welcome Christmas" to the 
wistful longing of "Where Are You Christmas." Maybe the original 
biblical message of God’s love in “The Meaning of Christmas is 
Love”, speaks to you more. We encourage you to embrace whatever 
meaning - whether great or small, traditional or entirely new - you 
choose to attach to your own personal Christmas this year. May you 
find and celebrate the heart of the season that resonates most truly 
with you. 
 

Gord Billard 

Special Thanks 
 
Deborah Clarke, Arts and Culture Centre; Shelley Blundon; Joanne 
Stone; John Bonnell and the Gower Community Band; Brian Billard; 
and the Town of Conception Bay South staff. 



What is the Meaning of Christmas? 
compiled by Gordon Billard and Susan Bonnell for Theatre CBS 

 
Director: Gordon Billard 
Musical Director: Maureen Chafe 
Stage Manager: Deacon Rideout 
Costumes: Christine Young 
Props and Set Design: Veronica Nugent and the Art Club at Queen 
Elizabeth High School 
Make-Up: Shaunna Lawrence 
Sound: Graham Dillabough 
Lights: Lilly Yakushava, Kyle March-MacCuish  
Front of House Coordinator: Jennifer Hughes 
Promotion: Susan Bonnell 
Marketing: Jacqueline Cook 
Producer: Andrea Peddle 
 
 

Featuring Cate Nugent as Cindy Lou Who 
 

 
Whoville, Christmas Morning 
What happened in those hours after the Grinch stole Christmas, but 
he heard them celebrating all the same? 
 
Where Are You, Christmas? 
 By Mariah Carey, James Horner, and Will Jennings (Faith Hill 
 version) 
 
Performed by Cate Nugent and Christine Young 
 
 
The Christmas Tree 
 By Norm Foster 
 
Daniel  Chris Panting 
Sonja  Michelle Lambert 
 
The Christmas Tree was first produced by Lunchbox Theatre in 
Calgary, Alberta in November, 2008. It is staged by arrangement 
with Pam Winter, GGA, www.ggagency.ca. 
 
 

15-minute Intermission 



Little Women: Christmas Eve, Chapter One 
 By Louisa May Alcott, adapted by Susan Bonnell 
 
Jo  Hannah Fowler 
Meg  Leah McDonald 
Amy  Lauren Howse 
Beth   Camille Christian 
Marmee Brenda Hynes 
 
We meet the March sisters on Christmas Eve and are introduced to 
their personalities: Meg’s propriety, Jo’s boldness, Beth’s gentleness, 
and Amy’s vanity. 
 
A Letter from Santa Claus 
 By Mark Twain 
 
Mark Twain John Bennett 
 
In 1875, Twain wrote this letter to his beloved daughter Suzy Clemens 
who was three. At its core, the story is a reminder of the importance of 
hope, imagination and faith in the face of an ever-changing world.  
 
Little Women: Christmas Morning, Chapter Two 
 
The Gift of The Magi 
 By O. Henry, adapted by Susan Bonnell 
 
Announcer 1, Storekeeper    Tyler Collett 
Della       Jaclyn Dimmer 
Announcer 2, Madame Sofronie, Mrs. Brown Veronica Nugent 
Jim       Matt Christian 
 
First published in 1905 in The New York Sunday World, this holiday 
classic explores love, sacrifice, and the spirit of giving. 
 
The Meaning of Christmas 
 by Edsel Bonnell 
 
Recorded for Theatre CBS by Gower Community Band, Director Ron 
Collins, and sung by the cast  
 
This hymn was written for the Gower Youth Band in 1987 and has 
subsequently been performed at churches throughout the province 
and in other parts of Canada.   



Christmas in the Trenches 
Lyrics by John McCutcheon 
 
Landon Young and Christine Young 
 
The song is based on the Christmas Truce of 1914, when British 
and German soldiers spontaneously ceased fire, sang carols, 
exchanged gifts, and even played football in No Man’s Land. 
 
 
Yes, Virginia, There Is a Santa Claus 
 By Francis Pharcellus Church 
 
Virginia   Cate Nugent 
Francis   Matt Christian 
 
This editorial was published in The New York Sun on September 
21, 1897. It was written in response to a letter from 8-year-old 
Virginia O'Hanlon. It has become one of the most reprinted 
newspaper editorials in history and celebrates the enduring values 
of hope, wonder, and belief in unseen goodness. 

Welcome Christmas (Fah Who Foraze!) 
 By Albert Hague with lyrics by Dr. Seuss (Theodor Geisel) 
 
This whimsical song was created for the 1966 animated television 
special How the Grinch Stole Christmas!, directed by Chuck 
Jones. 
 
Performed by the cast. We welcome you to sing along! 
 
Fahoo foraze, dahoo doraze, 
Welcome Christmas, come this way. 
Fahoo foraze, dahoo doraze, 
Welcome Christmas, Christmas day. 
 
Welcome, welcome, fahoo ramus! 
Welcome, welcome dahoo damus! 
Christmas day is in our grasp. 
So long as we have hands to clasp. 
 
Fahoo foraze, dahoo doraze, 
Welcome, welcome Christmas. 
Welcome, welcome Christmas day. 



John Bennett discovered his passion for acting at 7, 
staging Rumpelstiltskin with his siblings. Twenty-eight 
years later, he became a founding member of the Centre 
Stage Players (Avondale). John has performed on all A&C 
stages in NL, working with groups like Beothuck Street 
Players and St. John's Players, and his own Starlight 
Express Theatre. He also enjoys putting his set construction skills to 
good use. He thanks Theatre CBS for the invitation to join this show.  

Camille Christian is excited to return for her fourth show 
with Theatre CBS. She also appeared in A Christmas 
Story, Miracle on 34th Street and Understanding 
Wonderland. She is a grade 7 student at Frank Roberts 
Junior High who enjoys all things creative. You’ll often find 
her drawing, creating digital art and making bracelets for 
every occasion and every outfit. 

Gord Billard retired in 2021 from teaching Theatre Arts  
in Nunavut and French Immersion in Newfoundland and 
co-founded Theatre CBS. At Theatre CBS, he has 
directed productions like A Christmas Carol and It’s a 
Wonderful Life, acted in shows such as The Hollow, and 
led workshops. His extensive theatre background includes 
acting and directing for numerous companies, including 
Bill’s Bad Dance, Beothuck Street Players, and MUN Drama. 

Susan Bonnell is the Artistic Director for Theatre CBS. 
She is an actor, director and play adapter and was 
pleased to use her promotion muscle for this show. Susan 
will be directing our spring show and is looking forward to 
our next season. For now, though, she hopes you enjoy 
this show and have a wonderful Christmas!  

Matt Christian is excited to return to the Theatre CBS 
stage. Working with the amazing behind-the-scenes crew, 
the brilliant actors and the wonderful Gord Billard has 
made this experience a pleasure. The cherry on top - 
sharing the stage with his wife, Brenda and daughter, 
Camille. Matt’s previous stage work includes: Theatre 
CBS – A Christmas Carol, St. John’s Players – War of the Worlds, A 
Christmas Carol, and  Moonchild & Me productions – In Short . 

Maureen Chafe returns to Theatre CBS as a Musical 
Director for the second time following Duckish: The Ghost 
and Fairy Stories of Tom Dawe. In her career she has 
taught music to all ages from pre-school to graduate-
school. For the last 18 years she has worked in various 
CBS elementary schools.   



Tyler Collett is a 21-year-old from St. John's, started 
singing at age eight but found his passion for 
performance in the Shallaway Lauda choir. Shows 
include Sidewalk Dandelion, Spongebob the Musical, 
Understanding Wonderland and The Lightkeepers. Tyler 
is a technology enthusiast skilled in graphic design. He 
also enjoys swimming with the Special Olympics and is 
involved with the Autism Society's Physical Art Troupe.  

Jacqueline Cook. a former music teacher in CBS, 
participated in several amateur productions in the UK. 
She became a founding member of Theatre CBS and 
has appeared in It’s a Wonderful Life, The Hollow, 
Ageless, A Christmas Carol, Duckish and 
Understanding Wonderland. She recently appeared in 
Elegy and Ever After (Moonchild & Me). 

Graham Dillabough has been working with School Zone Productions 
since 2013 and Theatre CBS since 2024. His award-winning sound 
design has backed many of the Twilight Zone productions, as well as 
Twelve Angry Men, Giovanni's Women, Jack Meets the Cat, Kelly 
Russell's Who Knit Ya, and IWA - The Newfoundland Loggers Strike of 
1959.  Recently, he has contributed to A Christmas Story, 
Understanding Wonderland, and Erma Bombeck: At Wit’s End.  

Jaclyn Dimmer moved to CBS in 2020, and soon after 
got involved in productions with Theatre CBS. She has 
previously been in The Christmas Carol, Miracle of 
34th, and A Christmas Story. She has also done 
backstage work on shows like Duckish and Erma 
Bombeck. Enjoy the show.  

Lauren Howse is a 14-year-old from Paradise. She 
has been acting since she was 6 and has done plays 
like Secret Garden (2019) and done musicals with 
Courtney Fowler Performance Academy (Beetlejuice, 
Footloose). Her most recent achievement was 
performing at the folk festival and with School of Rock 
in NYC this year!  

Hannah Fowler is in grade 7 and enjoys 
singing, dancing and acting. She has previously been 
in Duckish with Theatre CBS and is thrilled to be back.ௗ 
Recently she has been in aௗNickel 48-Hour Horror Film 
Challengeௗand a St. John’s Short Play both 
with Whadda Ya Call It? Productions. Hannah has also 
been in Scrooge (Peter MacDonald Productions) and Mummers, 
Mischief and Murder (Principal Productions). Enjoy the show! 



No stranger to the stage, this is Michelle Lambert’s 4th 
show with Theatre CBS, having previously performed in 
Duckish, Ageless, It's a Wonderful Life, and The Hollow. 
She runs her own jewellery-making business and you 
can also often find her on the set of a locally produced 
television show such as Hudson & Rex, Saint Pierre or 
Son of a Critch. She thanks you for coming out and 
wishes Happy Holidays to you all!  

Jennifer Hughes is a lifelong resident of Conception 
Bay South and has been active with Theatre CBS since 
its inception in 2021.  She has worked mainly behind the 
scenes but in May of 2023 she finally trod the boards in 
Ageless.  Jennifer is the Theatre's Front of House 
Coordinator for What is the Meaning of Christmas. She is  
excited to welcome you to the show. 

Brenda Hynes is happy to be back in her 8th show with 
Theatre CBS including The Hollow, Miracle on 34th 
Street and Duckish.  Brenda works in local TV/Film.  Her 
latest work can be seen on CBC's Saint Pierre and 
Netflix's Untitled Newfoundland Project.  She wants to 
thank her family, (Matt, Liam and Camille) for their 
unwavering support. And especially proud to be sharing the stage with 
Matt and Camille. Enjoy the show and Merry Christmas! 

Shaunna Lawrence is originally from the South West 
Coast of the Island, Isle-Aux-Morts. Shaunna was 
heavily involved in drama growing up and was the 
recipient of a number of drama awards for acting and 
stage make-up both in high school and college. She has 
played numerous roles backstage as well as acting and 
was a stage manager for a production in college. She did 
make-up, hair and costumes for the fairies in Duckish (2024). 

Leah McDonald, 28, is a highly active, multi-talented 
artist and athlete (gold medalist, rhythmic gymnastic 
Special Olympics) Leah is also an accomplished actress 
(Real Clown, Understanding Wonderland, A Christmas 
Carol), a playwright, and a circus performer with PhArt. 
She is co-creator of Neurodynamic Theatrics. In her free 
time, Leah enjoys theatre, drag, baking, crocheting, 
drawing, and volunteering with children's ministry. 



Cate Nugent is thrilled to be making her second 
appearance with Theatre CBS, having first performed in 
Duckish: The Ghost and Fairy Stories of Tom Dawe. A 
member of the youth choir for Divas Do Christmas and a 
proud member of the Shallaway Youth Choir, she loves 
singing and performing. She also enjoys spending time 
with friends and family- and she loves anything to do with 
Christmas!  

Veronica Nugent (she/her) is excited to be involved with 
Theatre CBS' latest production - both on stage in “The Gift 
of the Magi” and returning to contribute to the set and 
props. Her recent credits include Anastasia: The Musical 
(Youth Edition) (Director), Star of the Sea (Writer/Director), 
and TCBS' own Duckish (Set Design) - all through her 
work as a passionate Fine Arts teacher at Queen Elizabeth Regional High. 

Andrea Peddle is proud to help bring vibrant community 
theatre to life in our town. Tonight, we celebrate the 
incredible talent and dedication of the cast and crew. Your 
hard work and passion have made this production truly 
special. A heartfelt thank you to our generous sponsors, 
loyal patrons, and most of all, to tonight’s audience. Your 
unwavering support of Theatre CBS keeps the magic of 
theatre alive in our community.   

Kyle March-MacCuish is a graduate of philosophy from 
Memorial University. He had his first taste of musical 
theatre as a stagehand for High School Musical (PMP). 
Other notable plays include The Perfect Son (Second 
Light); Aftershocks (Dog With Two Tails); Dracula 
(pourquoi-pas players) and Elf (PMP). Most recently he is 
working as crew on an upcoming film (gaffer/grip, scripty, AD, sfx).  

Having worked with Theatre CBS in It's a Wonderful Life: 
A Live Radio Play (2021), The Hollow (2022),  
Ageless (2023), Miracle on 34th St.: A Radio Play, and 
Duckish (2024 & 2025), Chris Panting is very glad to 
have been asked to be a part of this year's Christmas 
show. Even better, he gets to share the stage with his 
beautiful and talented wife Michelle. He hopes you enjoy 
the show! 



Christine Young has been involved in theater since the 
early 80s and has performed with several companies in 
various roles both onstage and behind the scenes. She 
is happy to be involved in another Theatre CBS 
production (10 and counting) and hopes that  you will 
experience a little bit of Christmas magic as you ponder 
"What is the Meaning of Christmas?" Enjoy the show!  

Lilly Yakushava has been doing backstage work since 
she was 15 and has been involved with multiple plays 
with Pioneer Productions such as Annastasia, Check 
Please, and This is a Play which she won four awards 
for including: Best Lighting Design at the Provincial 
Dramafest and Technical Wizard. Theatre has always 
been a passion of hers and she plans on attending CNA film school to 
further her knowledge in the field. 

Landon Young is a 12 year old Grade 7 student at 
Frank Roberts Junior High. He is a member of the 
school choir and he dances with St. Pat's Dancers. He 
is also a YBC Bowler and plays ball hockey for Young 
Stars U15 team. This is Landon's third production with 
Theatre CBS and he is excited to be playing Lou this 
year. He hopes you enjoy the show.  

Deacon Rideout is from Newfoundland. Since the age 
of 10, making movies/entertainment has been his 
passion and dream. Currently, he is seeking every 
opportunity to build up his portfolio and skill set to 
hopefully be able make it onto the big screen! Deacon 
likes to make all kinds of music, art, and film and is 
active in the Royal Canadian Air Cadet Squadron as a 
Flight Sergeant and the Squadron Commander. 



 















Happy Holidays, and Enjoy the Show! 

350 Conception Bay Highway 














